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Ballard Oil, Luber-finer® filters supporting marine industry for decades

CASE STUDY

 hose who are wondering exactly what a difficult, 
stressful, dangerous job is can get a first-hand look 
by watching the Deadliest Catch television series. 
A staple on The Discovery Channel’s programming 
schedule since 2005, Deadliest Catch follows life on 
the Bering Sea as the captains and crew members 
on crab-fishing boats risk life and limb to fill their 
traps and return home with a full (and profitable) 
hold. In fact, in 2006, the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
listed commercial fishing as the occupation with the 
highest fatality rate at 141.7 per 100,000, a rate that 
is nearly 75% higher than the fatality rate of the next 
most-dangerous professions—loggers, pilots and 
flight engineers.

The foundation of the series are the crab-fishing 
boats themselves, which must be nimble and 
responsive enough to navigate the crabbing grounds, 
but sturdy enough to withstand the incredibly rough 
seas and inclement weather that continuously batters 
them. The engines and other mechanical equipment 
aboard these boats must also operate without fail 
as any breakdowns can leave a boat and its crew 
stranded at sea.

From his base of operations in Seattle, WA, Warren 
Aakervik takes a sense of pride in the performance of 
the Deadliest Catch vessels. You see, as the owner 
of Seattle-based Ballard Oil, Aakervik sells diesel 
fuel, lubricants and Luber-finer filters to the captains 
of many of those boats.

“We’ve been here for 73 years and our primary 
business is to service and respond to the needs of 
the maritime fishing industry,” explained Aakervik. 
“Almost all of the Deadliest Catch boats have been 
in here at some time. Every one of those boats, 
regardless of which one they are, have taken  
Luber-finer filters on board, usually the Model 2247 
lube-oil filters. The average crab boat, when they 
leave here, would probably take around 150 filters. 
When the bigger draggers are going to be gone for 
a year, they could take 300 filters. All the boats that 
come into Seattle load up with as many filters as 
they can because it’s a lot cheaper to take them up 
with them, store them and then use them as they go 
along—and it’s really bad to not have a filter on hand 
when you need one.”

The Perfect Catch
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“The fishermen depend 
totally on the engines running 
and continuing to run. You 
cannot use anything that can 
possibly fail while you’re at 
sea, much less a filter. We 
have never had a failure with 
a Luber-finer filter, and the 
guys really depend on them.”

Warren Aakervik, Owner
Ballard Oil, Seattle, WA 
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While the boats that appear on the Deadliest 
Catch are the attention-grabbers, the over arching 
business focus of Ballard Oil—which is located on 
the Lake Washington Ship Canal near the Hiram 
M. Chittenden Locks in Seattle—is servicing and 
responding to the unique needs of a wide array 
of Pacific Northwest and Alaska fishing fleets by 
supplying them diesel fuel, fuel lubricants, hydraulic 
oils, filters and many other related supplies. Ballard 
also operates a full-service heating-oil delivery 
business that covers the greater Seattle area.

Ballard’s location on the Lake Washington Ship 
Canal is crucial in the success of its operation 
because Seattle is the stepping-off point for most of 
the maritime operations in the northwestern United 
States. With that in mind, Ballard has an annual 
customer base of 1,000 boats and can see as many 
as 2,000 boats total on an intermittent basis, with 
some only coming back down from Alaska every two 
or three years.

“This is the starting-off point,” said Aakervik. 
“Everything that is caught in Alaska or dealt with in 
Alaska primarily starts and ends here.”

Ballard Oil is located on 
the Lake Washington 
Ship Canal just east of 
the Hiram M. Chittenden 
Locks. This fresh water 
outlet is a perfect retreat 
from the harsh saltwater 
to repair, refuel and re-
supply fishing fleets.

Hiram M. 
Chittenden  
Locks

Ballard Oil Co.

Serving the Fleet

BUILT TO DO MOREBUILT TO DO MORE TM



Case Study: The Perfect Catch Page 3 of 4

The relationship that Ballard Oil has with the  
Luber-finer brand of filters has played a key role 
in Ballard’s success and goes back to its founding 
in 1937. Over the years, Ballard Oil has tried other 
filters, but always returns to the brand it knows, and 
trusts, best. Ballard Oil currently features Luber-finer 
filters and filter assemblies for heavy-duty marine, 
commercial and industrial applications.

“Over the entire history of  
the company we’ve sold  
Luber-finer filters, and we’ve used 
them as our preferred full line 
since 1997,” said Aakervik. 
“The name is well-known in 
the maritime and trucking 
industries, so it’s easy to sell 
them. With the other brands, 
you just don’t get the coverage 
that we get with Luber-finer; 
Luber-finer seems to cover 
everything that we’re looking 
for. We have never had a failure 
with a Luber-finer filter, and the guys 
really depend on them. In all the years we’ve 
been dealing with Luber-finer and the thousands of 
filters we’ve gone through, I don’t think we’ve had 
a warranty claim or a filter that wasn’t of the best 
quality; we haven’t had any complaints. Anytime you 
can have that kind of service record is just absolutely 
great. Of all the companies we deal with, they are 
absolutely the best.”

And make no mistake, these filters get pushed to 
the limit when forced to perform under the harsh 
conditions and unique circumstances in which these 
fishing boats operate. Take the critical need to keep a 
boat’s fuel supply clean and water-free, for example.

“The fishermen depend totally on the engines running 
and continuing to run,” said Aakervik. “You cannot 

use anything that can possibly fail while 
you’re at sea, much less a filter. You 

depend on the equipment running 
and there can’t be such a simple 

thing as a filter failing that’s  
going to stop you. They have 
to do the job.”

The main obstacle to keeping 
a boat running smoothly and 
reliably is the saltwater and 

spray that can get into the fuel 
system. In the old days, filters 

were the sole means of protecting 
the engines from these onslaughts 

of liquid, but technological advances 
have made the job easier over the years, 

though Luber-finer filters still play a role in this  
crucial operation.

Long-Time Luber-finer Partner
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Based in Albion, IL, Champion Laboratories is a 
quality and technology leader and one of the world’s 
largest manufacturers of filters and filtration products 
and related services. Luber-finer has been a trusted 
name in air filters, cabin air filters, coolant filters, fuel 
filters, hydraulic filters and lube filters since 1936, 
providing high-efficiency performance in the most 
demanding work environments. 

Luber-finer is a leading global filtration brand from 
Champion Laboratories, Inc. 
For more information, visit  www.luberfiner.com  
or call our Tech Hotline at (800) 882-0890.

In addition to the quality and reliability of the product, 
Aakervik and Ballard Oil also bank on the service and 
responsiveness they get from Luber-finer.

“I can’t overstate how accommodating they are. It 
is really refreshing not to get on a phone tree when 
I need to call them,” he said. “If you ever have to 
call Luber-finer’s customer service center, you get 
an actual person on the other end of the phone all 

the time rather than an automated system. That’s 
great! That’s the way a company needs to serve its 
customers. Also, one of the greatest things I had the 
opportunity to do was to visit the facility where they 
make Luber-finer filters, and I was really impressed 
at the quality controls and the type of materials they 
use and the machinery. I wish everybody could see 
that part of Luber-finer.”

200 S. 4th Street, Albion, IL 62806-1313 
(618) 445-6011 • www.luberfiner.com
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“If you ever have to call Luber-finer’s 
customer service center, you get an actual 
person on the other end of the phone all 
the time rather than an automated system. 
That’s great! That’s the way a company 
needs to serve its customers.  
Of all the companies we deal with, they are 
absolutely the best.”

For more information on  
Ballard Oil, please visit  
www.ballardoil.com

Warren Aakervik, owner
Ballard Oil, Seattle, WA 


